
 

 

 

Animal By-Products Regulations 
 

About Network Waste Solutions  

Network Waste So lutions is a national waste management company, off ering waste services for a wide range of 
business needs.  Services range from wheelie bin an d skip collections, to recycling and hazardous wast e 
disposals.  We also offer waste reduction and minim isation through site consultancies, an extensive ra nge of 
national hire services, and provide online waste ma nagement statistics through our T.I.M. Online syste m. 

To find out more, call us on 0845 450 8202 or visit  our website, at www.networkwaste.co.uk. 

Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 lays down "health rule s concerning animal by-products not intended for 
human consumption". The Regulation came into force on 1 May 2003. The purpose of the legislation is 
to safeguard public and human health and ensure the  safe disposal (which includes collection, 
transport, storage, handling, processing and use) o f animal by-products.  
 
 
The Regulation prohibits the disposal of animal by-products to landfill. The definition of "animal by-products" 
includes raw meat and raw fish and "former foodstuffs of animal origin". Such material that is no longer 
intended for human consumption from food retailers, food manufacturers, wholesalers and distributors is 
therefore required to be disposed of in accordance with the Regulations, i.e. by treatment in an approved 
rendering, incinerator, biogas or, composting plant. (Such material may also go to approved pet food or 
technical plants depending on its suitability). 
 
With regard to "former foodstuffs of animal origin" the UK negotiated a transitional measure that ends on 31 
December 2005 which, until that date, permits former foodstuffs to be disposed of to landfill providing measures 
are taken to exclude raw meat and raw fish. "Former foodstuffs" means "former foodstuffs of animal origin, or 
former foodstuffs containing products of animal origin, other than catering waste, which are no longer intended 
for human consumption for commercial reasons or due to problems of manufacturing or packaging defects or 
other defects which do not present any risk to humans or animals." 
 
However, catering waste (all waste food including used cooking oils originating in restaurants, catering facilities 
and kitchens, including central kitchens and household kitchens" is only controlled by the Regulation if it: 
 

·  comes into the Community from a means of transport operating internationally;  
 
·  is destined for animal consumption (the Regulations make it an offence to feed livestock, or 

allow them access to, catering waste); or  
 

·  is destined for use in a biogas plant or for composting (in which case the biogas and 
composting plants must be approved under the Regulations. International catering waste may 
not be treated in these plants).  

 
 

 

    


